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Tue year that is ending has not been a dramatic one from the library 
point of view, but it has been full of interest and aétivity. No out- 
standing library has been built or re-modelled, but many quite in- 
teresting and effective ones have been added to the service ; and there 
is a growing tendency for the library to enlarge its funétions and to 
become a social centre as well as a place for reading and for the 
lending of books. The new plan leans towards the library on simple 
lines, with fewer divisions into apartments; indeed, the library in 
one room, the smallest models of which are the attractive new libraries 
at Halifax, forms a norm to which in a greater or less degree the new 
buildings approximate. Leétures, debating classes, listening grow 

and exhibitions increase. In respect of listening groups it may be 
said that the number of libraries now trying them is very large, but 
they cannot be said to be successful everywhere from the point of 
view of the mere numbers attending them. We hope this experiment 
will continue. Children’s work increases in almost geometrical 
ratio to every other kind, and the time has come, as a writer remarks 
in a contemporary, that the children’s librarians were organized. 


* * * * 


The year has seen great Strides in the work of the Library 
Association. Its educational work, which some hold to be the most 
important of its activities, is reaching many hundreds of students and 
examination candidates yearly. A new syllabus of training has been 
published which greatly simplifies the examination procedure and 
at the same time gives promise of an increased efficiency in the effect 
of the training. This syllabus will not come into effe& until the May 
Examination, 1932, but students will be glad of so long a notice of 
the change. 

* * * * 

Akin to this, has been the work at University College of the 
Library School, which increases in popularity to such an extent that 
only well-qualified students are now admitted, a large percentage of 
whom are graduates. A special course has been begun for those who, 
being graduates, wish to gain a diploma as librarians of special 
libraries. At Easter a most attractive and successful vacation school 
was held in Brussels under the auspices of the Library School. It is 
appropriate here to note that a capital Summer school was held 
again at Birmingham under the auspices of the Library Association. 


* * * * 


The organization of the Library Association has continued. 
It is true that a great loss was suffered in the resignation of Mr. Guy 
Keeling from the secretaryship, in which his geniality and untiring 
industry had endeared him to many; but under the direction of 
unusually energetic and fertile honorary officers—backed by Mr. 
P. J. Welsford, the assistant secretary who now succeeds Mr. Keeling, 
—the membership and general influence of the Association have gone 
on. The net books agreement has been improved and several of the 
unnecessary, irritating restritions on the 10 per cent. discount have 
been removed. The Association is becoming a publishing concern 
of some note : supplements to Books to Read, Minto’s Reference Books, 
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The Year’s Work in Librarianship, and Small Libraries are witnesses, 
while the Association sponsors the Library Manuals issued by Messrs. 
Allen and Unwin, of which Esdaile’s Manual of Bibliography and 
Doubleday’s Primer of Librarianship are the fitst volumes. An 
exhibition of the books recommended in Books to Read is a most 
valuable show to be seen at Headquarters, 27, Bedford Square. We 
hear, too, that the Association has definitely been offered commodious 
headquarters by the Carnegie Trustees and we hope will soon be 
housed adequately and permanently. 


* ~ * 


The Library Association will publish on the 1st January, 
1932, a Year Book containing a complete list of their members, which 
includes practically all the libraries of any size in Great Britain, and 
a number in the Colonies and abroad. It will also contain the new 
Educational Syllabus for the Professional Examinations and all the 
examination papers set during 1931. 


* * * 


In no recent year has the profession suffered so severely by 
retirements. The outstanding retirements have been Sir Ernest 
Cowley, whose death unfortunately has followed; Dr. Wm. K. 
Dickson, of the National Library of Scotland; L. Stanley Jast, of 
Manchester, whose retirement occurs on 318t December; L. Acland 
Taylor, of Bristol ; Archibald Sparke, of Bolton ; Wm. E. Doubleday, 
of Hampstead; W. H. Walton, of Derby ; George Preece, of Stoke 
Newington; and Fred Turner, of Chiswick—all really important 
librarians whose relinquishing of aétive service must make the profes- 
sion poorer, while it is an unusual challenge to those who are to follow 


* * 


The chief appointments of the year have been Dr. H. H. E. 
Craster as librarian of the Bodleian Library, Dr. G. E. Hill as dire&tor 
of the British Museum, James Ross as city librarian of Bristol, and 
Lionel R. McColvin as librarian of Hampstead. Some of the vacancies 
are not yet filled, that of Manchester being a specially interesting and 
important one—albeit greatly undervalued in the salary offered— 


that remains 
* * * 


Next month we hope to give some survey of the new work 
that lies before the profession. The need for a consolidating public 
library aé&, the best methods of surviving the Crisis, the new » Rareen 
ments of the National Central Library, hospital libraries ; these are a 
few of the subjeéts that occur to most thoughtful librarians. Every 
new year brings new problems as the library service expands and 
takes on new duties from those of the British Museum to those of the 
smallest centre served by the newest country library, and final solutions 
are sill to seek. 

* * * * 

We wish our readers the evergreen, but never hackneyed, wish 

of a happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 


them. 


Tar 
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This Fiction Question 
By W. C. Berwick Sayers. 
Ir is remarkable how the futilities of criticism continue, in spite of 
their periodic explosion. Only the other day, after neglecting it for 
ears, I turned up the Transactions and Proceedings of the Conference of 
ibrarians held in London, October, 1877, that right dignified tome 
edited by Edward B. Nicholson and Henry R. Tedder, two of our 
finest pioneers ; and my eye caught an article “ On the Admission of 
Fiation in Free Public Libraries,” by Peter Cowell, librarian of the 
Free Public Library, Liverpool. I wonder, thought I, what Cowell 
had to say about that. 

Peter Cowell, it will be remembered, was one of the almost 
Alpine peaks in library personality. You remember something of 
him, doubtless ; he served in the Liverpool Libraries from the age 
of 14 until his death when he was in his seventy-second year, and 
was therefore, as the L.A. Record declared, “ one of the pioneers 
of the public library movement.” He certainly did much to create 
and to consolidate library science; I have Mr. G. T. Shaw’s word 
for his great influence in the North; and a reference to Cowell’s 
own History of the Liverpool Public Libraries, 1903, shows that many 
gadgets which are generally attributed to others were of his devising. 

It will be seen that he was an administrator primarily, but he was 
imbued with certains notions, to which he gave a canonical obedience, 
as to the function of a “ free public library.” We learn from him that 
“ Free libraries were primarily intended to carry on the education 
of our schools and to enable the poorer classes to ss any latent 
talent or ability they might possess of a literary or scientific or artistic 
kind, and so to make it profitable to themselves and others. The 
social question, if I may so call it, of amusement and relaxation was 
subsidiary to this, and was more of an afterthought, but based upon the 
idea that eventually light reading would be given up in favour of 
that which is more valuable and improving.” 

That is enough to go on with, and may be quoted as the state- 
ment of the view indisputably held by all who advocated libraries in 
the sixties and seventies. The public library was the praétical assistant 
of Smiles’s Se/f Help. We know that the position has entirely shifted 
since, in so much one young writer, whose cheeky work I admire 
generally, a€tually affirms that to-day “ education is only one side of 
public library work—in my opinion the lesser side—and the library 
that eschews popularity has no right to call itself public.” 

Here we have the opposite extremes, for both views are extreme in 
their way. But there still endures a large public which believes that 
the public library is the natural extension of the public school system 
and that its first business is to provide books which continue the 
teaching of the schools. Librarians know that the incidence of 
demand does not justify this without qualification, but he would be an 
unwise librarian who did not view his work as at least intellectual, 
if not as primarily educational. Moreover, whenever a time of stress 
afrives atrives with it the critic like the gentleman from Cam- 
bridge who wrote to The Times the other day suggesting that a national 
movement for the suppression of new fiction in public libraries 
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should be inaugurated because there is a “ Crisis.” He regards it as 
“ natural” that the Cambridgeshire Council should cut down its 
diture on its county library system. He suggests that his own 

illage library formed out of the gifts and savings of the people is 
the model. Here everyone who pays a few pence weekly can borrow, 
but those who are too ft to pay may get books free. This is a 
teally beautiful idea for p epanhe 1931. We can visualise our assistants 
being ——— by pleading literary mendicants urging that they 
cannot afford to pay the necessary pence for the coveted book. The 
——— of new fiGtion in libraries will, of course, relieve the 
whole burden of the crisis ; it will reduce the rates to vanishing point, 
alleviate the income tax and restore the pound to the gold standard ! 

Seriously, however, and without giving more attention to the 
fatuous futility of this su ion, the time may come when it is 
desirable to consider whether fiction is not merely a single class 
in the great whole of literature, but a parallel literature having its 
many classes. It is elementary to say that fiction differs in value, but 
we have by no means worked out standards that should influence 
choice which are generally accepted. There is the standpoint taken b 
Mr. J. P. Lamb, of Sheffield, in his vigorous and successful b 
administration. He tells us that the works of Edgar Wallace and 
Ethel M. Dell are bought for these libraries “ by the fifties.” I do 
not say that this is wrong. It may be that the library authorities of 
the future will maintain that the business of the library is to supply 
what the public wants to read irrespective of quality in much the 
same way that cinema proprietors supply films. 1 think the parallel 
between the Sheffield ice and the cinema is a fair one. 

On the other hand, it may be argued—as it has been argued— 
that the supply of these works will lead their readers by gradual 
steps to better books. This is the standard commonplace theory 
frequently advanced by librarians. Old Peter Cowell would have 
none of it. “ The improvement,” he says, “ among those whose 
taste rises not higher than what may be called silly reading and 
trash, that is, the poorest of poor, worthless novels, is of the most 
microscopic character.” It is attractive to work out lines of develop- 
ment beginning with Edgar Wallace, passing to Sherlock Holmes, 
thence to Edgar Allan Poe and so on through Wilkie Collins to 
something much higher. It may be that some readers have followed 
such development; I do not know of them, but I should be very 

lad if any librarian, competent and of sufficiently long service to 

© so, would give us the assurance that he has seen such development. 
So far as I am able to judge, the taste for Edgar Wallace, for several 
years at any rate, only increases the taste for more Edgar Wallace. 
If this is so the librarian may have a duty to discover a standard below 
which books to be admitted to public libraries must not fall. The 
matter, however, bristles with di ties. The dread in Peter Cowell 
days was that le would demand Mrs. Henry Wood, “ Quida,” 
Miss Braddon an that it should be so!—the delicate and 
beautiful Rhoda Broughton, rather than Lytton, Kingsley and R. D. 
Blackmore. Jules Verne was false; Fenimore misleading ; 
Marryatt deceptive; Lever, Lover and Cockton frivolous; while 
Kingsley, George Macdonald, Miss Muloch, Mrs. Oliphant and 
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William Black were approved. The statement of these names shows 
how very complex the question can bel! 
I am not here concerned with what we now call the 

of novels. It would be a most unpleasant and ungrateful task for 
- librarian to exclude any novel on his own taste or judgment, 

ough my own Libraries Committee thinks I shou/d exercise such 
judgment. My own contemporary colleagues who read—as I hope 
they do—The Library Assiffant must have been struck by an article 
on T.F. Powys (Vol. 24, p. 241) by the Editor of that s rightly journal. 
Powys is an author who depiés scenes which would have made folk 
shudder ten years ago. Mr. Tasker’s Gods reached about the ultimate in 
sordid horror and hopelessness. But Mr. Callender claims, and I 
am not too sure that he is wrong, that he is an allegorist in the line 
of Langland and Bunyan. To this feeling I have been led by reading 
Mr. Wefton's Good Wine which I think one of the most extraordinary 
of books. It is unpleasant in its episodes—especially in its cruelties 
such as the rustic amusement found in the burning alive of the cats 
in a sack over the inn fire ; but its major theme is of unusual deur. 
Here, then, is an author for whom most of us are quite tted, yet 
who has, I fancy, a real use for the right reader. The position of the 
librarian, in these days of unrestri€ted access, is one | some difficulty ; 
and the only position + am able to suggest is the one I gave in Brown’s 
Manual. ere is a police censorship of immoral (if it be immoral) 
literature, although it is rarely and not always wisely phot ow: and 
the librarian must from the moral view accept what it allows to pass, 
but it is well to restri& the access of adolescents to literature which 

ives offence to those who are responsible for them, their parents. 

Facones Sill have some rights, although what they usually hear about 
to-day are their duties. Even here, however, one has to discriminate. 
Only to-day I have received a letter from a man who would be glad 
to hear that Jack London’s Valley of the Moon had been withdrawn 
from shelves to which children had access, as it was “‘ unsuitable.” 

Mr. Jast once said “ the Bovril of to-day is the Mellin’s food of 
to-morrow,” and this clearly applies to literature. Jane Eyre was once 
a forbidden book; Grant Allen’s The Woman Who Did was the height 
of impropriety—these are examples proving the dictum. The present 
pycemerne with sex and its difficulties is merely a passing phase. 
t has occurred again and again in literary history, and it must not 
disturb us or destroy our sense of proportion. 


CITY AND COUNTY OF THE CITY OF CHESTER. 


SALE OF LIBRARY FURNITURE. 


The Corporatio: disposal the undermentioned second-hand furniture which may 
at tbe St.John Street, Chester, and the Corporation Central Depot, 
oot Street e 


No. 5 per Stands, 10ft. 6in. by wits by OM, Gin. high overall, double-sided 
constructed of pitch-pine. 


No.2 News: for f to 18ft. by 20in. and 
steven ‘ixing to wall, one long by slope, one 24ft. 
No.4 Reading tables in mahogany, 7ft. by 3ft. 
Offers should be made in writing and sent by post to the undersigned. 
Town Hall, Chester. J. H. DICKSON, Town Clerk. 


| 
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Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ERATOSTHENES, 
Saphenes having left this correspondence for the intelleCtual 
Stimulus of his cabbages, which I hope he will find more responsive 
to his ideas than librarians have been, I take the opportunity of address- 
ing my first contribution to you. I recall your signature in letters in 
Tue Lisrary Wortp for more years than I care to think about, 
but I little thought that in the fulness of time I should be able to join 


pens with you. 

_ This SAPHENES 
fellow has been a Strange voice in our—I hope I may use the word— 
correspondence. The sedate flow of library life seems to have irked 
him. He has stalked majestically off the stage, impatient and magnifi- 
cently scornful, to find what consolation he can in earthy things. 
Some time in Suburbia I expe& to find a magnificent Athenian 
addressing his patient cabbages and putting the world in order each 
evening. Like his great master, Mr. H. G. Wells, he pours out a new 
theory in each sentence and in his intense search for an impossibl 
rapid perfection, forgets to put order into the things near his han 
We are apt to underrate the value of the ideas of such people by 
scornfully asking for something constructive. “Anyone can destroy,” 
say we ordinary folk, “ but it takes a genius to build.” I don’t know 
if Saphenes has built anything; he is an excellent, if sardonic, 
iconoclast ; but even in his most expansive moments I have perceived 
an occasional gleam of sense. His reply to Amel-Anu, for instance, 
though perhaps a little unkind to so ancient a gentleman as the first 
librarian (one must admit that some of Amel-Anu’s ideas clearly 
belong to the stone age of librarianship), is, in the main, a reasonable 
one. It is really quite absurd to quarrel over 


Tue IssuE PRoBLEM 


until we know exactly what we mean by issues. The variety of method 
in use in public libraries makes their issue records misleading. We 
need some Stable basis on which to base our output, a basis which 
should be observed faithfully by all municipal librarians. It is in my 
view of supreme importance that librarians should be able to measure 
their work by that of their colleagues ; most live committees ask for 
such comparisons ; but in the present circumstances it is impossible 
to obtain them without juggling—often blindly—with figures in a 
way that makes it impossible to present a coherent report. If such a 
definite basis can be agreed upon, issue statistics, and the proportions 
of the various classes of books read, will measure the work of libraries 
in a very effective way. We are fortunate to have at hand so unam- 
= a measure of our work, and it would be foolish to ignore its 
ue. We suffer from too little 
PUBLICITY 

rather than too much. Almost every library report stresses the faé& 
that thousands of citizens are still unaware of the p and 

of libraries. Presumably, therefore, Amel-Anu’s libraries s 
equally. Why then does he obje& to publicity? “ The books are 
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there—take ’em or leave ’em ” sums up his philosophy of organisation. 
Surely this is not enough. Even cultured readers in larger cities and 
towns have only the vaguest ideas of the library service. I join 
with Saphenes in his complaint that the L.A. does not issue regular 
Statistics of library output to the press. After all, the public libraries 
are fighting a competitive battle with other services, and are gradually 
losing ground owing to the overwhelming power of education 
resulting from its adoption as a herd cry, and the growth of newer 
social services such as housing and health, which are placing heavy 
burdens on rates. Libraries have to prove their worth, and they 
need all the support the L.A. can give them. 

I fear that this letter is becoming a mere echo of Saphenes, but 
before I finish with him, I must comment on another point of supreme 
importance in his letter. It is a little ridiculous, is it not, that so 
many libraries have such pitiably 

SMALL Book ExpENDITURES ? 


The Counties have given municipal libraries an excellent lead in this 
respe&t. The very large proportion of their income spent on books 
approaches more the right balance, but I notice a growing tendency 
on the part of the Counties to saddle their funds with the incubus of 
buildings. Bricks and mortar have a baleful attraction for librarians. 
Why cannot the large town and city systems adopt the Depot method 
of the Counties ? What is the point of ereéting buildings in areas 
where the population is scattered by the new housing conditions ? 
Rapid urbanisation, following the increasing mobility of the popula- 
tion, will force some such solution in the larger systems. Indeed, 
they must inevitably amend their ways even now. Several of our 
greatest systems are already overbuilt in libraries—not in an ideal 
sense, but in view of the obvious disinclination of any Council to 
provide adequate funds wholly from the rates for libraries. The 
sensible librarian will survey the rate capacity and yield of his distri& 
with care and plan his system an” The limits are unmistake- 
able, and it is bad policy to overstep them. If you examine the accounts 
of those libraries which Saphenes says have book funds of 15 per cent. 
and less, you will find that the cause of this is usually overbuilding. 

And this brings me to another point, not dealt with by Saphenes. 
Is the planning of our libraries all that can be desired? Are we, in 


BurLpING INTELLIGENTLY ? 

Surely the time has come when large reading rooms, which are large 
merely because of newspaper readers, can be dispensed with ? These 
vast rooms are costly to build and furnish; they devour eleétric 
current, add disproportionately to the rate charge on the building, 
and in industrial towns at least, give the public a stick with which to 
beat us in the cry of “ libraries for loafers.” The worst thing about 
this indi€tment is that it is deplorably true. By abolishing newspapers, 
we could have a small magazine room in place of the large newsroom, 
thus saving some thousands of pounds in building apart from establish- 
ment savings, and in addition remove a serious disability to the 

uality of our work. Very many intelligent citizens are kept away from 
libraries by the presence of the unwashed, sub-normal type of readin; 


i 
= 
A 


136 Tue Lrsrary Wortp 


that no library science can aid him. Must we still expend our few 
resources by attempting to give solace to the flotsam of our industrial 
system, which after all is a social work outside our province ? 

I hate to attempt to prophesy, but I feel sure that we are on the 
verge of startling changes in social and political thought which will 
have important effeéts on our work. The recent election was the 
greatest Feast oF UNREASON 
within living memory, and the shameless way in which emotion of a 
particularly offensive kind was exploited must make every intelligent 
person ponder the lesson of “ democracy.” A friend of mine sum- 
marised the election in the phrase “ That’s democracy—that was.” 
Must we not realise that an educated democracy is a silly and dangerous 
illusion ? Is it not time that the obvious truth was clearly declared 
that at least eighty per cent. of human beings born under present 
conditions are not capable of mental development beyond that of a 
normal child of twelve years of age, and that this problem will 
remain until eugenists have solved many problems and a great 

SocraL REVOLUTION 
has occurred ? We must, I think, move towards a new form of 
government, by which the intelligent shall decide the issues before 
society ; indeed, there are many signs of a movement in this direétion. 
Where does the library come in ? you may ask. In my view we have 
been equally stupid in deluding ourselves that there is any hope of 
leading the vast mob of dope takers who throng our libraries to read 
with understanding. We have wasted our very limited means in 
flooding our libraries with printed matter of no value which merely 
adds to the mental stupor of readers equally useless to society. 
Instead of creating a public that could use its reason to appreciate 
the real issues behind the recent ele&tion, we have contributed to the 
mental paralysis which has been so magnificently demonstrated by the 
results. We need to return to the ideas of the public library of the 
seventies and eighties ; we should provide books suitable for intelli- 
gent readers and provide them in adequate numbers; we should 
attempt to direé&t our work to the development of those who desire 
such development and are prepared to go to some lengths to obtain 
it. Let the daily newspaper provide the 
Dope ; 

it is no part of the duty of the public library to compete with it. So 
I visualise a political move of thinking men and women towards a new 
form of society; the complete re-orientation of our educational 
system towards individual development of mind and charaéter; a 
reaction against the voracious and uncritical acquisition of fact; 
and for the public library, a concentration of its energy on the clearly 
expressed needs of the intelligent minority who really desire to use 
books as books rather than as mechanical contrivances designed by a 
beneficent providence to obviate the grave danger of the common 
man being forced to think. Yours, etc., 

' ARISTIDES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of 
Lerrers on Our THe Lrsrary Wortp.] 
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Personal News 


Mr. L. AcLANp Tayrtor, for 47 years on the Bristol Public Libraries 
Staff, is retiring from the Chief Librarianship. Under his regime the 
system of libraries has been re-organized and modernized and now 
ranks with the best in the country. Mr. Taylor served for some years 
on the L.A. Council. 

Mr. James Ross has been promoted to the City Librarianship of 
Bristol. Mr. Ross began his career at Newcastle, and served at Sunder- 
land and York before he won his spurs as Librarian of the Walton 
Branch Library, Liverpool. He was one of the founders of the 
Yorkshire Branch of the then L.A.A., and later Honorary Secretary 
of the North-Western Branch. A man of culture, an excellent writer 
and a good public speaker, Mr. Ross has won golden opinions by his 
letures on Bristol history, and his broadcast talks on the literature of 
the City. His recent guide to Bristol Cathedral we noticed last month. 
He is an examiner to the L.A., and is the London University Examiner 
in Classification. 


Library Topics 
[The Editor of Tue Lrsrary Worup would be glad if Librarians would 


furnish Topics of Professional Interest sahatlae to their Libraries for 
insertion in these columns. Matter should reach the Editorial Offices 


not later than the firft day of each month.] 
Ayr 

An important extension of the Carnegie Public Library was 
recently opened by Sir Thomas Oliver. e extension includes a 


new junior library and reading room, a reference department and 
ladies’ reading room, and an enlarged general lending department. 
In addition, there is a large new basement for storage purposes. The 
cost of the extensions amounted to £3,280. 


Burton-on-Trent 


The November-December Bulletin has reached us, and contains 
a note on the late Sir Arthur Conan Doyle by Mr. W. G. Bosworth, 
also sonnets by F. Attenborough. 


Buxton 
“The Realism of Sinclair Lewis” is the theme of a special 
article in the Buxton Public Libraries Book-Liff. 


Darlington 
This Public Library is gp ee gr good and 
up-to-date Technical Seaton, and, as a series of lectures is to be 
held by the Darlington Engineering Society d the Winter 
jn pe le it is interesting to note a list of books in the tin dealing 
y the Eleétrification of Railways, Modern Machine 
and Michael Faraday. 


: 
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East Ham 

The Central Library has just issued a very full and complete 
programme of Popular Lef&tures and University Extension satis 
with reading lists on each subje& dealt with. 


Finsbury 

The Quarterly Guide for Readers for O&ober appears in its usual 
excellent professional and bibliographical form. No one knows 
better how to turn out these library publications than Mr. H. G. T. 
Cannons and his staff. A Reading List is issued in connection with 
the Programme of Talks of the British Broadcasting Corporation. 


Hendon 

The Junior Library Magazine contains an article on Fairies 
written in a simple style that will delight the hearts of the younger 
folk. The suggested lists of Books to Read in this issue are just the 
type that children will like. No wonder the Hendon Libraries are 
so — Two more well printed and —— little handbooks 
have been received. They are Talks to Children and Lectures at the 
Central Library with brief Reading Lists. 


Leeds 


The Commercial and Technical Library Bulletin for November 
consists of Lists of Books, etc., dealing with Machinery and Machine 
Tools. This is an extremely well compiled Bulletin, but what is the 
matter with the Leeds Cyclostyle ! 


Manchester 


The Manchester Librarian, which is the journal of the Manchester 
and Distri& Library Fellowship, has gone to the Vienna Herald fot 
an interesting short article by Dr. Josef Gregor on the English Theatre 
Colle&tion in the Vienna National Library. 

It is interesting to note that Manchester has a travelling library 
which carries a Stock of some 1,300 books and allows borrowers to 
choose their reading at leisure and under shelter, five hours being 
allowed at each Station. These 1,300 books are not the whole stock, 
which has a reservoir of 4,000 volumes in the background. 


Swinton and Pendlebury 


The leéture programme for the season has just been issued by 
this go-ahead lib system. It is, as we have learned to expeé, 
a well balanced and most interesting list, and one that should un- 
doubtedly cause the “ House Full ” notices to be displayed. Swinton’s 
Bulletins for November and December are also to hand, and, as 
usual, are full of interesting matter. We like the article on the 
“ Unknown Warrior’s Grave” in the November issue. We suggest 
that the Library Association Council might read this with profit. 
It may be the means of their remembering the Librarians’ Memorial, 
which has apparently been forgotten in the past. 
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Library Reports 

Boron Public Libraries.—78th Annual Report. Chief Librarian, 
Harold Hamer, F.L.A. Population, 177,253. Rate, 4d. Income 
from Rate, £17,076. Stock: Lending, 120,939; Reference, 
24,352. Additions, 13,796. Withdrawals, 10,110. Issues: Lend- 
ing, 1,179,729; Reference, 22,266; Blind Readers, 1,771 ; School 
Libraries, 42,511. Borrowers, 58,335; Extra Tickets, 11,903. 
Branches, 6. 

For the first time in the history of the Libraries the issues passed the million 

mark, showing an increase of 214,000 over the previous year. The greater 

of this increase is accredited to the larger number of unemployed persons reading 

during their enforced idleness. The total number of registered readers was inc 

by 7,362. A site for a branch library has been purchased in the Heaton distri&. 

The Coneiies placed on record their high appreciation of the valuable services 

rendered by Mr. Archibald Sparke, who retired 5 core the year after filling the post 

of Chief Librarian for 27 years. 


Crorpon Public Libraries—Reading in Croydon: an account of 
a year, 1930-1931. Chief Librarian, W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. 
Population, 233,115. Rate, 24d. Income from Rate, £15,954. 
Stock: Lending, 150,488; Reference, 32,368. Additions, 20,589. 
Withdrawals, 5,583. Issues: Lending, 1,179,396; Reference, 
430,245. Borrowers, 57,532; extra tickets, 32,486. Branches, 5, 
and 1 held jointly. 

The Committee are once again able to report that its work shows an increase 
on any former year, and they are looking hopefully forward to still greater achieve- 
ments when the enlarged and more modern accommodation, which is promised 
by the scheme of rebuilding now before the Council, materialises. The issues last 
year totalled nearly 90,000 more than i, and are a million more than the 
figure for the year 1920-1921. Each of the Branches report good progress, and the 
work among the young people at all Libraries continues its much appreciated 
expansion. The Libraries loaned 155 volumes to other Libraries per the National 
Central Library, and in turn borrowed 109 for local readers. from there. 274 
letures, public readings, story hours, etc., were held and were attended by 34,522 

tsons. The Reference department dealt with 1,786 telephone enquiries. 3,850 
ks were recased in the home bindery. In the above Report 2 distin& references 
are made to “ the summary on page 220.”” As the Report only mounts to 43 pages 

one is left guessing. Doubtless page 4 is meant. Then why 220? 


East Ham Public Libraries—Annual Report of the Libraries Sub- 
Committee, 1930-1. Librarian, O. W. Stone. Population, 142,460. 
Rate, 4.75d. Income from Rate, £13,112. Stock: Lending, 
64,013; Reference, 3,958; Juvenile, 13,481. Additions, 10,805. 
Withdrawals, 4,173. Issues: Lending, 837,600. Borrowers, 
32,124; extra tickets, 7,401. Branches, 3. 

The Report indicates that the Libraries have eStablished themselves 
definitely as an indispensable part of the life of the Borough, and that more 
more they are assisting the development of the intelle@tual life of the inhabitants. 
By Still closer co-operation with the schools it is hoped to promote and encourage 
the reading habit in the youth of the town. The record van of book issues was 
exceeded in the past year by over 110,000. The Central Library has been altered 
and extended and was re-opened in Ofober, 1930. The extra accommodation 
provided is greatly appreciated and has no doubt helped largely toward the increased 
number of readers registered and books circulated. A new Junior Library, with 
separate entrance, has been provided, and the age for admission to this department 
has been lowered to 8. Illustrations are included in the Report of the re-organised 
Central building. 

Kent County Library.—gth Annual Report. Librarian, Miss A. S. 
Cooke. Number of centres established , 368. Stock, 153,161. 


t 
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Borrowers, 76,897. Issues, 1 867,860. 


show an increase of 444,830. s were lent to individual Students, a 
1,622 were borrowed from the | Oo dw Central Library, The two motor vans 


Wrixespen Public Libraries—Report on a Year’s Work, 1930-1931. 
Chief Librarian, Frank E. Chennell, F.L.A. Po ulation, 179,368. 
Rate, 2.7d. Income from Rate, £14,053. Stock: Lending, 
84,542; Reference, 9,949. Additions, 13,052. Withdrawals, 
8,392. Issues: Lending, 867,393; Reference, 21,061; Children’s 
Libraries, 164,310. Tickets in use, 38,608. Branches, 5. 

A notable achievement during the year was the attainment of a book issue 
of over 1 million volumes, moment an increase over the previous year of more 
than 140,000. The new Lib gfe was opened in February, 1931, and 
has already proved its worth. Harlesden Library has been re-organised on the 
open-access system, and is thus brought into line with the other Libraries in the 
system. Borrowing facilities have been extended to residents living on the outskirts 
of neighbouring boroughs. 


Book-Seleétion Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


Peppre (R. A.) Railway Literature, 1556-1830. A Handlist. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 79, interleaved. London, Grafton, 1931. 10s. 6d. net. 

We welcome this handlist of books on Railways. The history of the subje& 
naturally grows more and more important as new means of transport eventuate. 

Although railways, as they are to-day, have only been in use as a practical 
for a century—after the bibliography of books on the 

mes much more involved—the history of the invention goes back almost, if 
not quite, for four hundred years. Mr. Peddie’s book opens with the early editions 
of Agricola and, if there are even earlier references to what may be termed the 
infancy of truck-running on rails, they are veiled in the mists of tradition. 

To be more exaé, this important little work contains the titles of all the 
Books, Pamphlets and ‘Articles published on Railways during their poy ed 

iod, and ing with the Plate Waggon Ways of the 17th aang, Oe 

Rail Ways of the early 18th century, and the Iron Railways ater part 

of the period, that the author has been able to find after many | omthe in 
libraries and their printed ono. coupled with a certain amount of excavation 
in that extraordinary —< fossilised knowledge, the periodical publications of 
the 18th and early 1 centuries. Newspapers have not been included. We 
believe this to be the od attempt at a general handlist of the earlier railway litera- 
ture and it is, therefore, a most important work of reference. Facilities are given 
only. All interested in ge aed gee devices and engineering feats of the 
ee which should have its place in every technical 


Arnetr (L. D.) and Arnett (Ethel T.) Readings in Library Methods. 
8vo, cloth, 547. New York, Stechert, 1931. $3.50. 
A very useful important addition to the librarian ’s bookshelf. 


sid Library area, the service 
is now prattically complete. During the past year 8 new centres were opened and 
others were amalgamated, making a net increase of 6. At Sidcup the school centres 
were closed and a full-time Branch opened. A Branch was also established at 
Crayford. The stock was increased by the addition of 22,719 new books, while 
Visit centres 16,000 at an average cost of per 
mile. The average cost per book left at a centre is just over $d. A small handbook 
of instructions to local librarians was published and sent round to every centre. 
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pp. 160. London, Mathews and Marrot, 1931. 3s. 6d. net. 

The fifth volume of a popular and handy little series issued by the publishers 
under the title of the “ Library of New Ideas.” 

PuicHer (Charles Venn) Three Hebrew Prophets and the 
of the Empires. Being a Study of Nahum, Habakkuk 
Zephaniah. 8vo, cloth, pp. 189. London, Religious Tra& 
Society, 1931. 6s. net. 

founded upon sanctions other than those of battle 
Moore (Kenneth and Michael) Company Accounts and Balance 

Sheets. A Practical Guide for Business Men. With a Foreword 
by Sir William R. Morris. 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 142. London, 

x the iness man w! no training in accoun 4 
this work will prove of great value. It poke Boy methods of comp oe 

Balance Sheets and surveys the various subjects dealt with in bey compilation of 

corre& accounts. The important subje& of secret reserves is fully expounded. 

Jorpan (Herbert W.) Convertin pos | a Business into a Private Company. 
8vo, boards, pp. so. on, Jordan, 1931. 1s. 6d. net. 

This standard work on the — has now reached the ninth edition. 
Baker (Arthur E.) A Concordance to the Devil and the Lady, by 

Alfred Tennyson. Being a Supplement to the “ Concordance 
to the Works of the Late Lord Tennyson.” 4to, cloth, pp. viii., 
247. London, Golden Vista Press, 1931. 17s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Baker needs no introduétion to his brother librarians. This book is com- 
piled in his usual efficient and scholarly manner. 

Ross (John D.) A Burns Handbook. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 378. Stirling, 
Mackay, 1931. 7s. 6d. net. 

A valuable reference book written by one who is a well-known authority 
on the subjeé. 

Howe (George) and Harrer (G. A.) A Handbook of Classical 
Mythology. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. vii., 301. London, Allen 
and Unwin, 1931. 6s. net. 

All students and others interested in Greek and Roman Mythology will wel- 
come this work. Arranged as it is in di€tionary form, it should prove a very useful 
addition to the Reference Department. 

Baker (J. N. L.) A History of Geographical Discovery and Explora- 
tion. Illustrated. Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 544. London, Harrap, 
1931. 128. 6d. net. 

Pn or, as he prefers to call himself, the compiler, is LeCturer in 

phy to the University of Oxford, and is therefore a recognised authority. 

The k is claimed to be the first survey of the whole field from classical times to 

date. BS seany a book for the student, but will undoubtedly appeal to the 


Erskine (Mrs. Steuart) Twenty-Nine Years. The Reign wy 
Alfonso XIII. of Spain. An Intimate and Anthosieal 
Story. With Foreword by the es ny of Londonderry. 
Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 256. London, Hutchinson, 1931. 


i -written and authentic biography but also an excel 
lent resumé of the histo cation of King Alfonso have been dele with, 


The faés ay Alfonso have been fully dealt with, 
and an attempt hoon Saad te to give a ression of the clash and chaos 
now existing in Royalist and pm is a work which should be 


is 
io 
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read anxious to obtain a view of the i itical si and 

CHRISTMAS BOOKS. 

A remarkable colleétion of juvenile literature has been published 
by the Religious Tra& Society. The books are produced wonderfully 
well for the price and are above the average gift books for the year. 
Among the titles are the following :— 

Brent-Dyer (Elinor M.) The Feud in the Fifth Remove. Frontis. 

Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 222. 2s. net. 

Harpinc (Robert) The Land of the Arab. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 224. 28. net. 

MACKENZzIE (Jean Kenyon) African Adventurers. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 112. 2s. net. 

Russet (Arthur) Tony D’Alton’s Wireless. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 183. 2s. net. 

Hann (Mrs. A. C. Osborn) Peg, Junior. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 188. 2s. 6d. net. 

Noxes (Ethel) Black Joe. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 224. 2s. 6d. 
net. 

Nokes (Ethel) The Fourth Form Gang. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, 

. 256. 2s. 6d. net. 

KER vid) Only One in the World. A Story of North Africa. 

Frontis. Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 250. 2s. 6d. net. 

Jackson (G. Gibbard) Twenty-Six Sea Yarns. [Illustrated. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 256. 3s. 6d. net. 

Russet (Arthur) Twenty-Six Radio Stories. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, 
pp. 288. 3s. 6d. net. 

Parkinson (George A.) David the Chief Scout. Frontis. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 256. 3s. 6d. net. 

Tuompson (Dora Olive) That Girl Ginger. Illustrated. Cr. 8vo, 
cloth, pp. 286. 3s. 6d. net. 

Tue Boy’s Own Annuat. Volume 53, 1930-1931. Edited by Geoffrey 

R. Pocklington. Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 864. London, 

“ Boy’s Own Paper” Office (R.T.S.), 1931. 128. 6d. net. 
Grrw’s Own Annuat. Edited by J. Burnett Knowlton. Vol. LII. 

Illustrated. 8vo, cloth, pp. 576. London, “ Girl’s Own Paper ” 

Office (R.T.S.), 1931. 12s. 6d. net. 


North-Western Branch 


MEETING AT ACCRINGTON. 
BETWEEN 70 and 80 members attended a meeting of the Branch at 
Accrington on Thursday, O&tober 29th, and were cordially welcomed 
in a triple — by the Mayor (Councillor Snell, J.P.), who is also 
—— the Library Committee, and a past President of the 


Mr. L. Stanley Jast, F.L.A. (Manchester) contributed an exceed- 
ingly witty paper on “ New Lamps for Old,” and said that when a 
new book was published it was well to read an old one, an aphorism 
which broadly indicated the taste of the s . Mr. Jast admitted 
nt woul be read when Shaw was 


outworn, and though never a great reader, he liked to return to 
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Scott, Jane Austen, and Charlotte Bronte. In history, one of his 
favourite subjects, he had the feeling that the last of the great historians 
was Gibbon, who wrote at a time when it was just possible for a 
——— mind to dominate his material. Nowadays history was 
written by a number of experts each dealing with his own branch 
of the subjeéts ; the result was hardly history at all. It was not even 
the raw material of history, but a series of largely unco-ordinated 
as unnatural as anything done by the 
cubists. 

In Maurois’ “ Shelley,” continued the ex-president, one did not 

Maurois revealing Shelley so much as Shelley revealing Maurois. 

e contrasted this with the style of Boswell’s Johnson—the perfec 
recorder and the perfec talker. 

Mr. Jast admitted that there was no merit in a book because it 
was old than because it was new, except that the old book was Still 
alive and had stood the test of time. He no more wanted a library 
to contain merely the books he liked than he wanted the world to 
consist of the people he liked. 

Mr. H. P. Turner, M.A., and Mr. Eli Bibby, opened a discussion 
on “ Co-operation between University Joint Committees and kindred 
associations in the provision of facilities for students for tutorial 
and Workers Educational Association classes.” The four means 
suggested by Mr. Turner in which libraries could be of valuable 
assistance to students were, providing books for class use for extended 
periods, the issuing of book-lists, and the reserving of books in 
certain sections of the library for the use of those attending classes. 
It was to be understood that the library would always have first call 
upon any books which were loaned for long periods, and there was 
no suggestion that the classes would claim the prior right to them. 

Mr. A. J. Hawkes, F.L.A., F.S.A. (Wigan), severely criticised 
the proposed facilities, arguing that the small number of students 
in any town could not rightly claim the privileges which were sought. 
To give preferential treatment to small seétions of any kind was 
antagonistic to the principles for which the library was maintained, 
and should never be conceded. Other members took part in the 
subsequent discussion. 

The members were entertained to tea by His Worship the Mayor, 
and the thanks of the gathering were voiced by Mr. Alderman J. P, 
Taylor, B.A., President of the Branch. 

MANCHESTER CLASSES. 

Le&ures in librarianship covering the Library Association’s 
syllabus have again been arranged, and will be held under the egi 
of the University of Manchester. The courses have been divided 
into two groups, each of which will be given on alternate Wednesday 
afternoons, commencing November 25th and December 2nd res- 
pectively. The fee for a single course is {1 1s. and ros. 6d. for an 
additional course. 


JOINT CONFERENCE. 
irmingham and Distri€& Branches arranged for April 29th 
to May 2nd, 1932, at Scarborough. 


x 
4 
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Other i tentatively fixed for the coming year are :— 
Annual Meeting, Warrington, | 28th, 1932. 
Summer Meeting, Burnley, June 
Autumn Meeting (provisional), Manchester, in O&ober. 
JOINT COMMITTEE. 

Representatives of the North-Western Branch and the Associa- 
tion of Assistant Librarians of the area are to meet in an endeavour 
to more closely co-ordinate the work of the two bodies, especially in 
regard to meetings and transitional membership. 

MACCLESFIELD. 

Considerable alterations have been effected and are pending at 
the Macclesfield Public Library, and the system of card-charging was 
inaugurated on Oétober 6th. 

WARRINGTON. 

The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Crawford and Balcarres opened on 
Thursday, O&ober 28th, the extensions to the Warrington Municipal 
Museum and Library. The improvements have taken about a year 
to complete and have resulted in a new lending library on the open- 
access system, and enlarged Reference Library and a Children’s 
Library. The Museum and Art Galleries have also been extended. 


Correspondence 
Tue Eprror, The Library World. December, 1931. 
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE EXHIBITION. 


Sir, 
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As my recent article on the Publishers’ Exhibition seems to have 
aroused a certain amount of interest and I am frequently being asked 
how I would improve matters, lam bursting forth into print once again. 

In my opinion the Exhibition suffers from two great drawbacks : 
(1) Lack of uniformity as regards height, etc., of stands, (2) Insufficient 
time afforded to delegates to inspeé the exhibits. 

The first could easily be remedied by a notice prohibiting any 
Stand in the centre of the hall being entirely enclosed. This would 
prevent the wall stands from being blotted out, as happened in one 
or two instances this year. 

The second objection is rather more important and at the same 
time is greatly involved. To my mind there is only one thing to do, 
and that is for the Library Association to cut out several of the after- 
noon sessions and simply have morning and evening meetings on 
those days. This would leave the afternoons free for the delegates 
to come and examine the exhibits as they wished. Of course, they 
may play truant, as was alleged at the last Conference, but at all events 
they would not be able to plead the excuse that the time allowed was 
insufficient. 

to come to the Exhibition, but I feel that they can at least e it 
possible for them to attend it, by following the methods I have 


suggested. Yours etc., 
51, Great Russell Street, E. G. H. Carrer. 
London, W.C.1. . Sales Manager. 


| | 
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SUPPORT BRITISH 


All British Materials. 
and Workmanship 
Throughout 


WE WOULD DRAW ATTENTION TO OUR NEW AND 
REVISED PRICE LIST RECENTLY MAILED TO YOU. 


_ IT WILL BE OF INTEREST TO YOU IF YOU ARE ANXIOUS 
TO EFFECT ECONOMIES AND AT THE SAME TIME 
RETAIN THE HIGH STANDARD OF WORKMANSHIP. 


WE OFFER YOU TEN STYLES OF BINDING IN WHICH 
NOTHING BUT BRITISH erasers AND LABOUR 
ARE EMPLOYED. 


WE OFFER YOU A LEATHER BACK BINDING AT 
1s. 11d, PER CROWN 8vo BOOK. | 


IF YOUR LIST HAS BEEN MISLAID WE WILL POST 
ANOTHER UPON RECEIPT OF A POST-CARD. 


SUPPORT BRITISH INDUSTRIES BY SENDING YOUR 
BINDING TO :— 


CEDRIC CHIVERS LTD. 
Bookbinders and Booksellers 


PORTWAY, BATH 


ENGLAND. 


F L Moland Street, Birmingham ; 


if 
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